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btalning military equipment trom!
echoslovakia not only has Increased

.Jtension between Jsrael and Egypt and
“lprovoked incident: might bring

“lon another Israeli-Arab war-——it also has
et in motion a form of arms competition
. [which threatens the military balance of
‘Ithe entire Middle East.

By bartering Czech war materi-
als—and that means Soviet war
materials—for Egyptian cotton on
what Is called a “purely commercial
. basis,” the Soviet bloc has ended
the monopoly on arms supply which
the Western Powers held until re-
cently.

And for the first time, the Com-
munists have given Egypt and other
comparatively weak nations the op-
portunity to reject aid from the
West without losing their only
source of military supplies.
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ing armament deals with other countries
come from widely scattered areas,

Syria and Saudi Arabia hint at the
.|possibility that they will get Communist
arms to implement their new defense
pact with Egypt. :
And Afghanistan, which occupies a

tary shopping mission to visit the mu-
nition factories of Czechoslovakia,
*x * X
The Egyptian-Czech deal i8 reported
to provide for delivery—at “bargain
prices” —of something like 80 million
dollars worth of Soviet-type aircraft,
tanks, artillery and submarines. ]
The guantities involved in the first
shipments are comparatively small—
and most of the equipment comes
from surplus stocks of obsolete
weapons,
By Middle KEast standards, both
quality and quantity of arms reach-
ing .Egypt are impressive.

Reports that the Soviets are promot-|
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|strategic position in the northern tier ofy
|states between Pakistan and the Soviety
Union,* has been invited to send a mili-f

* Kk *

To restore the military balance in {}:
arca, Israel has asked the United Stafes
for “significant quantities” of defensife
weapons. '

Since World War II Russia has sip-
-plied arms to its European satellites apd
to Red China---but the Kremlin’s decisipn
to permit the Czechs to sell munitidps
outside the Communist orbit is a depfr-
ture Irom pervious Soviet pracjie.

Czethoslovakia is especially qualifif
for the role of arms broker for the Co
rmunists, *
Before the war, Czechoslovakia wpf
'tha largest exporter of arms in con}i
'nental Europe—and ranked second
4o Great Britain in the world mungi

{rade.
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. Russia has an enormous amoun
. of armament for sale.

The Soviets have been changing ¢
new equipment and that makes i
possible for the Russians to get ri
of large stocks of obsolescent—bu
still useful—military equipment.

Allen, Dylles f olor:
oreign Inielligepce, déclaréd ‘fot o
Wy RLS fhal the Soviets have 4,000 [to!
8000 jet planes they would be glad to'
{Jnload in connection with their progrgm’
® cause as much trouble as possilfle
gtzn-onghout the world.
- . And. as usual, Russia seems to be wpl!
lafjuipped--in  the matter of arms ad
tgfmmunition and in the matter of trickegy
ﬁ;d deceit—to carry on its deploraijle
gb sness of causing trouble whereye:
spbssible. .
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